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Pcitcbcv, another Bulgarian defector who is cooperating with 
Italy s investigation of the plot againct the pope. £ 

h was a week for Sergei Antonov, the Bulgarian govern- ^ w 

rnait airline official accused of plotting to kill Pope John Paul II. squared with thcShcaUslnlS?^ ab ° Ut Br2 ? msb 
In Italy a review court denied Antonov's petition to be released week. In a Drivate Euro P e | a Y e S,EWS * 

froi 13 ^’ ndinf that the testimony of gunman MehmetAliAgca SffSS Ltt ft 0 ?? 111 ”* 
another evidence justified holding him. Bulgarian credibly was^otacdden^SJtolSl a 

. llMt An* fnr 4k* ■■ — t i t 
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said, a Bulgarian agent told him that xhe^KGB 
believed J i mm y Carter’s national-security ad vis- 
er, Zbigniew Brzezinski, had engineered the selec- 
tion of Pope John Paul II, that Moscow wanted 
the irksome Polish pontiff "‘eliminated”— and 
that Bulgaria had been ordered to do the job. 

In Washington, one UJS. intelligence official 
described the Mantarov story as third-hand 
hearsay/ Vassili Dimitrov, Bulgaria’s embassy 
spokesman in Rome, dismissed Mantarov as a 
sometime mechanic for a government farm-equip- 
ment trade him. Even so, formal' positions in 
communist embassies often bear little relation to 
real jobs — and in spite of Dimitrov's disclaimer, a 
small-time employee can be involved in very big- 
league KGB assignments. "'They try to play down 
any person who says something,” said Vditchko 


Antonov, : ‘Ping-Pong’ 



beat on; for the better part of a day recently, 
■Martella used defector Peitchev to confro nt An- 
tonov. Peitchev is a former Bulgarian tourist offi- 
cial and lifelong acquaintance of the Antonov 
family; he claims Antonov was pushed toward 
intelligence work by his unde, an ambitious, dedi- 
cated communist. “I warned him not to work for 
the KGB, but he did not listen to me,” P eitchev 
said. He described his jailhouse meeting with An- 
tonov as “a confrontation, -a Ping-Pong same.” 
Antonov "looked nervous,” he added, "b ecause 
he has been caught in many contradictions.” 
J udge Martella ’s investigation may take the rest of 
the year, but Antonov appears to be buri ed for a 
dial. And in court the many contradictions may 
finally be sorted out 

FAY WILLEY with ANDREW NAGORSKI in Rome 
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